CROWN SOLICITORS (IRELAND). 



RLTURN t0 3,1 Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 3 March 1853 \—for, 



COPIES “ of the Treasury Minute of 1842, relating to the Appointment of 
Crown Solicitors in Ireland, the Treasury Minute or Minutes relating to 
the newly-appointed Crown Solicitor for the Leinster Circuit, his Salary 
and Allowances ; and of the Warrant, Order, and other Documents making 
such new Appointment 

“ And, of the several Minutes or Warrants for the Appointment of Crown 
Solicitors on the Home and Connaught Circuits, in respect of Vacancies 
occurring in or since 1842.” 



[In order to present a complete Summary of what has been done by the 
Treasury in regard to the Crown Solicitors in Ireland, it has been considered 
advisable to begin this Return with the Minute of October 1841.] 



CROWN SOLICITORS, IRELAND. 



Treasury Minute, dated 12 October 1841. 

My Lords have under their consideration the Minute of Lord Ebrington, the late 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, on the subject of the general mode of conducting the 
Law business of the Crown in Ireland, with a view to secure greater efficiency in 
the administration of the law, and a large reduction of expenditure. 

My Lords observe the large annual increase which has taken place in this 
branch of expenditure since the year 1834, when the attention of the Irish Govern- 
ment was seriously called to it, in consequence of its having so considerably 
exceeded the charge of antecedent years. From the returns submitted to my 
Lords, it appears that the average of this expenditure for the seven years ending 

£. 

January 1826, was 28,000 

„ 1833, was 52,700 

„ 1840, was 65,650 

The amount in the first year of the series having been 20,000 l , and that in the 
last year 102,000?., an increase which calls imperatively for investigation and 
remedy. 

My Lords entirely agree in the opinion expressed by Lord Ebrington, that the 
main object of any arrangement for the carrying on the civil and criminal law pro- 
ceedings of the Government, must he to secure the due administration of the law, 
and in considering his Excellency r s Minute, my Lords will not allow any desire of 
economy to interfere with that yet more essential object. 

Rut when my Lords observe that the net profits of the Crown Solicitors in 
Ireland, as returned to this Board in 1833, amounted to no less a sum than 
20,345 L, and have every reason to believe that they have since that period grown 
in proportion to the increased amount of the cost of law proceedings in Ireland, 
iny Lords cannot consider such profits essential to the administration of justice, or 
lit on other grounds to be continued. 
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In considering tlie plan which Lord Ebrington has brought before; them, my 
Lords are prepared to adopt the principle laid down by his Lordship in common 
with Sir H. Hardinge in 1835, that it is advantageous to remunerate the Crown 
Solicitors by salary instead of, as at present, by bills of costs. 

My Lords are well aware from former experience in several departments in 
England, how difficult it is to check bills of costs incured by professional mom in 
performance of Government business, and that so long as charges are allowed to 
be made for any branches of business, the real evil of remuneration by bills of costs 
must to a degree continue. 

My Lords therefore cannot sanction the allowing Crown Solicitors in future to 
make professional charges for any matters ; least of all would they make an excep- 
tion in favour of fees for briefs, or for the examination of witnesses, as proposed 
in the Minute, since in these two cases, above all, there is the greatest tempta- 
tation to swell by undue prolixity or by irrelevant matter the cost of proceedings. 
A fixed annual salary which shall cover all expense of professional labour and 
necessary assistance in the discharge of it, has been found in this country effective 
for its object and highly conducive to economy, and my Lords have no doubt that 
similar results will flow from its adoption in Ireland. 

My Lords therefore arc pleased to direct the Lord Lieutenant to take; imme- 
diate measures for intimating to the several Crown Solicitors, that from and after 
an early day, to he fixed by his Excellency, bills of costs will no longer be allowed, 
but that a fixed annual salary will he paid to them as a compensation for all legal 
business which they may undertake on behalf of the Government. With respect 
to the amount of those salaries, my Lords will await his Excellency’s considera- 
tion of the amounts proposed in Lord Ebring ton’s Minute of April last, and in Sir 
H. Ilardinge’s letter of the 9th February 1835, amounting in one case to 10,034 L, 
and in the other to a somewhat larger sum; being unwilling- to act definitively in 
a case where the Irish Government have so strong an interest, and withal the 
best means of estimating the amount which may be requisite to secure the services 
of efficient and respectable solicitors. 

My Lords only observe that the amounts ought to hear some reference to the 
salaries allowed to solicitors in those great public departments where salaries have 
been substituted for all professional emoluments. 

My Lords do not agree with Lord Ebrington in considering it advisable to 
establish in the Castle at Dublin, a barrister with a large salary, unde the title of 
Superintendent, for tlie purposes detailed in his Lordship’s Minute. Without 
discussing how far a barrister is calculated to discharge effectively the duties of 
a solicitor, my Lords cannot but bear in mind that there is a barrister already 
placed in the Castle, with an adequate salary, as an assistant to the Attorney and 
Solicitor-general, for the express purpose of promptly affording that legal advice 
as to the conduct of prosecutions and other legal matters, which it is proposed 
that the new superintendent barrister should undertake. 

My Lords therefore think it a better arrangement that the Crown Solicitor for 
tlie County ol Dublin should continue to discharge those duties which now devolve 
upon him, and should act in Ireland as the Solicitor for the Treasury now acts for 
England ; taking from time to time the advice of the legal advisers of the Govern- 
ment, with whom he will be in daily communication, in cases wlicro the advice of 
a barrister may be necessary. My Lords are aware that Lord Ebrington proposes 
to assign many other duties to this new office of superintendent, and these duties 
are of considerable importance; but my Lords think that the advantages expected 
by Lord Ebrington may be equally attained without such an appointment. If, for 
instance, tlie stipendiary magistrates and the clerks to petty sessions are directed, 
and those directions be properly enforced, to forward all informations as soon as 
taken to the Crown .solicitor to whose circuit they appertain, there need be none 
of that unpardonable delay in preparing tlie indictments, and properly getting up 
the cases, of which his Excellency complains, and considering also the number and 
experience of stipendiary magistrates dispersed throughout the country, my Lords 
cannot suppose them to be so ignorant of, or inattentive to their duty, as not to be 
able, especially with the advice of a Crown Solicitor, or in cases of o- re ater 
importance, with that of the law officers or the advising barrister at the Castle, to 
trace crimes, to discover and examine evidence, and to do those acts which are 
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essential to the conviction of offenders ; all which Lord Ebrington proposes 10 
devolve on the superintendent. 

The result, then, of my Lords’ consideration of the Minute before them is, that 
it would be proper to retain a Crown Solicitor, as at present, for Dublin, and one 
for each of the several circuits, at annual salaries fixed with reference to what may 
be an adequate remuneration for their own services, and for the maintenance of 
the necessary establishments for the conduct of the business. 

That the Dublin Crown Solicitor should undertake also the civil law business of 
the Government, and the drawing and preparing- such Bills for Parliament as may 
require to be drawn in Ireland, as well as all other legal acts and proceedings. It 
will, no doubt, be the wish of liis Excellency, as it is of my Lords, to retain the 
services of those gentlemen who have so long and so satisfactorily discharged the 
duties of Crown Solicitors in Ireland, and my Lords trust that the change of system 
may be carried into effect in a manner so consistent with a just regard to economy 
on the one hand, and with a due consideration of reasonable claims on tlie other, 
as to ensure their continuance in office, notwithstanding the reduction hereby 
effected in their present emoluments. 

My Lords further observe, that in thus making a reduction in the profits of the 
Crown Solicitors, it is necessary also that a strict examination should be entered 
into of the several disbursements made by them on the public account. These 
disbursements have enormously increased, especially under the head of Fees to 
Counsel, and my Lords therefore would earnestly recommend to the Lord Lieute- 
nant to direct, the attention of the law officers to this part of the subject, and to 
make such rules in this respect as by effecting- great reductions may, when the 
Estimates be submitted to Parliament, secure a ready acquiescence in its pro- 
priety. 

Transmit to the Chief Secretary for Ireland a copy of this Minute, for the con- 
sideration and directions of his Excellency. 



Treasury Minute, dated 4 January 1642. 

My Lords resume the consideration of the subject of the general arrangement 
' of the offices of the Crown Solicitors in Ireland. 

They advert to their Minute of 12th October last, in which they determined 
that the Crown Solicitors should be no longer paid by bills of costs, but by a fixed 
annual salary, for all legal business which they may be called upon to perform on 
belialf of the Government, leaving the amount of such salaries to be subsequently 
settled, as well as the allowances which it might be proper to make for the main- 
tenance of the necessary establishment of each solicitor. 

By that Minute their Lordships also determined that there should he a Crown 
Solicitor as at present for Dublin, and one for each of the other circuits ; and that 
the solicitor for Dublin should also undertake all the civil law business of the 
Government, and tlie drawing and preparing Bills for Parliament, as well as all 
other legal acts and proceedings. 

Since the date of that Minute, my Lords have applied themselves carefully to 
the consideration of the amount of salary and allowance for the maintenance of 
clerks, &c., which it would be proper to grant to the present holders of the offices, 
and also to their successors, it being the opinion of my Lords that consideration 
should he paid in fixing the salaries of the former, to the length of their services 
under the existing system, and that the remuneration to them should bear some 
proportion to the net incomes which, on an average of years, they have heretofore 
enjoyed under the system of hills of costs. 

Taking a combined view, therefore, of what the profits of the Crown Solicitors 
have hitherto been, and what remuneration is given to other solicitors who are 
attached to the several departments of the Government, my Lords have prepared 
the following table of salaries and allowances, which, in their opinion, will be an 
adequate remuneration for the services of the present and future Solicitors, and 
for the maintenance of the necessary establishment for the conduct of tlie business 
in each office ; namely, 
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Prebent Holders. 


Future Holders. 




Salary. 


Expenses 

of 

Clerks, &c. 


Salary. 


Expenses 

of 

Clerks, &c. 




£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


Dublin - 


2,000 


800 


1,200 


800 


Leinster - 


1,000 


500 


800 


500 


Connaught - 


2,000 


800 


1,200 


800 


Horae - 


2,000 


800 


1,200 


80 u 


North East - 


1,400 


650 


1,000 


650 


North West - 


2,000 j 


800 


1,200 


800 


Munster - 


2,000 | 


800 


1,200 


800 


£. 


12,400 


5,160 


7,800 


5,150 


Expenses - 


5,150 


_ 


6,150 












£. 


17,650 


£. 


12,950 





Write accordingly to Lord Eliot, with reference to their Lordship's Minute of 
the 12 th October last. State that in fixing the salaries and allowances, my Lords 
have exercised the best judgment they could, according to the circumstances 
within their knowledge; but that they will be ready to give every further con- 
sideration to any suggestions which his Excellency may deem it right to offer upon 
the subject. 

State that my Lords would have been disposod to recommend, as most con- 
venient for the public service, that the Crown Solicitors and their several establish- 
ments should be transferred to offices in the Castle (a proportionate reduction 
being in consequence made in the allowance herein allotted for establishment 
charges), and it is only in consequent of not knowing to what extent such accom- 
modation could be provided, that my Lords have forborne to press it upon the 
Lord Lieutenant’s adoption ; but my Lords roquest that it may bo submitted to 
the consideration of the Lord Lieutenant, and a report made to my Lords in what 
manner such au arrangement, if practicable, could be best effected. 



Treasury Minute, 3 June 1842. 

IIeau letter from Mr. Lucas, dated 3d ultimo, enclosing, witli reference to the 
letter of this Board of the 8 th January last, a report of the law officers of the Crown 
upon the proposed table of salaries and allowances of the Crown Solicitors. 

Acquaint Mr. Lucas that my Lords have fully considered the report of the law 
officers of the Crown transmitted in his letter, and that, under the circumstances 
therein stated, their Lordships are pleased to sanction the scale of salaries and 
allowances to the present and future Crown Solicitors, as recommended by the law 
officers ; viz. 



Circuit. 


Salary to 
Present Officer. 


Salary to 
Future Officer. 


Allowance 
for Expenses. 


Dublin 
Munster 
Leinster 
Connaught - 
Home 

North East - 
North West 


: : 


: 


£. 

2,000 

1,800 

1,600 

1,600 

1,500 

1,500 

1,600 


£. ! 
1,200 
1,200 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 


£. 

1,200 

900 

700 

800 

700 

700 

800 






£ 


11,500 


7,400 


5,800 



State 
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State, however, that although my Lords, in making a new arrangement of the 
• several offices of Crown Solicitor in Ireland have thought it expedient to fix the 
sums within which the salaries and official expenses of the Solicitors to be here- 
after appointed shall be confined. My Lords desire it to he distinctly understood, 
that if, after an experience of the working of this new arrangement, it shall 
, appear that those sums have been fixed at too high a rate, my Lords reserve to 
themselves the further consideration and revision of the subject, notwithstanding 
the present decision. 



HOME AND CONNAUGHT CIRCUITS. 



Sir, Irish Office, London, 16 January 1846. 

The Lord Lieutenant having had under his consideration a report made by the 
law officers of the Crown, in Ireland, on the subject of the office of Crown Solicitor 
for the Home Circuit, now vacant by the decease of Mr. Geale ; I have received his 
Excellency’s directions to transmit to you a copy of the same, for the considera- 
tion of the Lords of the Treasury. 

The Minute of their Lordships of June 1842, sanctioning- a new arrangement 
of the salaries and expenses of the several Crown Solicitors in Ireland, fixed the 
salary of the late Mr. Geale, during his continuance in that office, at 1,50CW. a 
year, with an allowance of 700 l. a year for clerks and office expenses, making a 
total of 2,200 /. a year, and that upon a vacancy occurring, that the salary should 
he fixed at 1,000 l. a year, with an allowance of 700/. for clerks and office ex- 
penses, making together 1,700 l. a year. 

Circumstances having since rendered it advisable to endeavour to accomplish, 
for the public convenience, a subdivision of the office of Crown Solicitor, the 
grounds upon which are fully stated in the report that accompanies this letter, I 
am commanded by his Excellency to state, that lie entirely agrees in opinion with 
the law officers, and strongly recommends the arrangement proposed, of appointing 
three distinct Crown Solicitors for the Home Circuit, with a salary of 500 /. a year 
each, with an allowance of 200/. a year each for clerks and office expenses, 
making a total of 2,100/. a year. 

I beg to add, that his Excellency will feel obliged by an early decision of their 
Lordships on this matter. 

I have, &c. 

The Right Honourable (signed) Thos. F. Fremantle. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer. 



The Commissioners appointed to inquire into the state of the law and practice 
in respect to the occupation of land in Ireland, have in their Report (p. 38), made 
the following observations with relation to the respective officers of Clerk of the 
Crown, Clerk of the Peace, and Crown Solicitor. 

“ The Committee of 1836, mid the Commission of 1840, recommended that 
the office of clerk of the Crown be united to that of clerk of the peace, and as 
we believe that no person has been appointed clerk of the Crown since the Report 
of that Commission, except on the understanding that he held his office liable to 
future arrangement, ire think that the time has come when the offices should be 
united, and held by a resident officer ; where there has not been vacancies in which 
this arrangement lias been entered on, we think that there should be as little 
delay as possible in consolidating these offices, care being taken that the present 
burden on counties be not increased for the purpose of giving retiring allow ances 
to those who are perfectly able to discharge their duties. It is worthy of conside- 
ration also, whether the office of circuit Crown Solicitor might not be aoohsbocl as 
vacancies occur, and his duties transferred to the resident officer acting as clerk 
of the peace and Crown. . . . . 

“ By this arrangement the magistrates would have an efficient legal adviser, 
ready to assist them in all cases of importance, and in investigating the evidence 
immediately upon the occurrence of crime.” 

315. *3 The 
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The suggestion thus mode of the union of the office of Crown Solicitor with those 
of clerk of the peace and clerk of the Crown is not, as will ho observed, the deli, 
berate recommendation of tho Commissioners, but is rather thrown out as , 
matter for future and more mature consideration ; and it appears to us that had 
they fid Iv -contemplated tho objections which exist to tho consolidation of these 
several offices, they would probably not have felt disposed to advise such 1 
measure. 1 011(11 a 

The nature and duties of tho situation of Crown Solicitor are widely Um. 
from, if not mcoijs.stont with, those of tho offices of clerk of Ulo Crown a ,,d clerk 

Ju A 11 I 0W " t“ lieit0r “ 1,10 ““™’« « rcproacnti.tivo of tho Crown 
the clerks of the Crown and peace arc public officers, and officers of the rospcctivo 
courts of ass, no ami quarter sessions, Tim clerk of the peace is not even appointed 
by tho (mown ; he is nominated by tho custos rotulonim of tlm comity and holds 
pST mMmi0 ‘ h0 Ctak0f is removed 

Amongst the duties of the clerk of tho Crown and peace arc tho prcDariiw and 
sending up to tlm grand jury hills of indictment, joining issue on the part o“f the 
Crown, and entering verdicts and judgments. 1 ™ 

These functions are, in our judgment, sueli as cannot with propriety bo dis 
charged by a Crown Solicitor, whoso business it is to prepare ov hS „,T u 
Witnesses, make out briefs, and attend to tho various J^Va^T’ 

Ite dnto of the Crown and peaco arc also tho persons entrusted with the cus 
Stent 23'^ ft” 0 ' 11 ** ** the P ZZ 

But there is a further objection to the combination of those offices in ono norsou 

^.“dTSTt ™ "T 0 "' t0 " s * k i«*uperable. B 

recoiding fines against defaulters, but, by the 3 k 4 Will 4 o 01 s 4 At\<m ^ 

r ised 



J&m Sr c a, n r ha ™ * 

which the prosecution is to Crmm in the county in 

afforded to'the Bste^ti i of cvuT’ * Bfl , “>*«« Kkoty to be thereby 

seems to have been IbAhis puLse teauAtadim? t'AT ma * istmt «’ 11 
Tn fff* 0 '," 1 -® of 11 P«*°» “Freising ^ 

tigatiiiAmd’^Sging etoiStaif Ad“,' mTt “A™ t,ffC8 *" i,m:S1 

on ° f A a » I—utions 
county, will diminish the time which 1m ! yi>{iy lo tlm ln,HinGMS of one 

preparation for the trial w ni» t ess “d the 

separate officer. complete than ,f it were tlm duty of a 

ft** «* Report of the Laud Cornmis- 
to that of clerk of a. CWn'Sffi of the"™ 8 °V a ***' Crm ™ 
tnc former office, instead of appointing n S W u!’ dB S ex P e,lien °y of dividing 
person for the whole of a circuit. t ” &S ^ eGn u ^ IGrto t!lG practise, one 
1 he most obvious argument against an altpmHmi rW'+i, 
it is of great importance to ihc public that f the present system is, that 

situation of public prosecutor should he <> m sonhoUhng the very responsible 
ledge am, JiiigcJ, and ls“,y tt S' Vi ^ $** k ™- 

ambition to the most competent and reLfWnhh, i ‘ ma<le an ob .) C( - t ° { 
also that the person selected should be of such the prof6ssion ; ailtl 

a cordial co-operation of the magistrates * SS Kl cllamcter as to secure 

^ ” felly »«“ ° f th ° *>™ ° f •* "—to* and, therefore, wo arc not 

prepared 
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prepared to advise, in the case of tlie Home Circuit now vacant, so great a sub- 
division of the office as would render the several solicitorships unworthy the 
attention of fully qualified and respectable practitioners. 

This disadvantage we think there would he reason to apprehend, from the plan 
of appointing- a distinct solicitor for each county on the circuit. The division 
into six parts of the sum contemplated (as we understand) for the future salary 
of a Crown Solicitor tor a circuit, would leave for the remuneration of each officer 
so small a sum, that it could scarcely be expected that a gentleman of rank in 
his profession would seek the situation on the terms of constant residence within 
their county. So that if the principle of a division of offices be adopted, it 
could not, in our opinion, he prudently carried farther than the selection of three 
gentlemen for the circuit, that is, one for each two adjacent counties, who might 
he resident on the confines of both. For example, the business of Queen’s 
County and of the county of Carlow might be conducted by a solicitor resident 
in the town of Carlow ; that of King’s County and Westmeath, by one resident 
in Kilbeggan or Tullamore; and that of Meath and Kildare, by one resident in 
Leixlip or Kilcock : 'or a different arrangement might be made, should any of 
those towns he deemed (as would probably be the case) not sufficiently large or 
•convenient. This plan would to a great extent secure the benefits to be expected 
from the appointment of local officers, and at the same time afford a reasonable 
prospect of" obtaining the services of properly qualified gentlemen. 

This latter object, however, cannot, in our opinion, be accomplished, unless 
the prospect be held out of a net income amounting at least to 500/. a year. 

For this purpose it would, we apprehend, be necessary to allow, for travelling 
expenses, clerks, &c., not less than 200 l. a year, so that the gross salary of each 
officer ought to be 700/. a year, making a total for the circuit of 2,100/. per 
annum. 

To this extent we are disposed to think that the suggestion of the Commis- 
sioners might be acted upon without risk to the public service, and with a reason- 
able prospect of beneficial results. The subject, however, is one of great 
importance with reference to the criminal business of the country ; and as the 
proposed change must be in a great degree experimental, we do not feel ourselves 
warranted in entertaining a very confident expectation of its success. It ought, 
however, in our opinion, to he tried, sanctioned as it has been by the Commis- 
sioners, because the benefits calculated as likely to arise from it would, if realized, 
materially tend to increase the efficacy of criminal prosecutions. 

(signed) T. B. C. Smith. 

12 November 1845. Richard. W. Greene. 



Treasury Minute, dated 20 January 1846. 

As the Lord Lieutenant considers that the proposed arrangement will contribute 
to the better administration of justice, my Lords do not object to the appoint- 
ment of three solicitors, at the salaries and allowances proposed, to discharge the 
duty of Crown Solicitors on the Home Circuit. When these appointments shall 
have been made, the law' officers of the Crown will be better able to decide, from 
a comparison of the Horae Circuit with others, how far the experiment made 
is likely to answer the object for which it is introduced. As, however, my Lords 
can only consider this arrangement as experimental, my Lords consider that the 
persons to be appointed solicitors should be made distinctly to understand, that 
in the event of its being found not to answer the end proposed, they w ill not be 
entitled to any compensation on account of the withdrawal from them of the Go- 
vernment employment. Write to Sir T. F. Fremantle. 



Sir, Dublin Castle, 14 February 1846. 

In reference to your letter of 20th ultimo, I am commanded by the Lord Lieu- 
tenant to state, for the information of the Lords of the Treasury, that as his 
Excellency is of opinion that the arrangement proposed by the law- officers of the 
Crown in Ireland, of appointing three distinct Crown Solicitors for the Home 
Circuit, to reside in the respective districts for which they are appointed, in tlie 
3 » 5 * a 4 
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place of Mr. Goolo, dooosiscd, formerly Crown Solicitor (dr that circuit win 
tributo to the bettor ftdmhiMfatinlf of justice in lids c.m.i i-v. I |; s c . on ' 

direeteiUlmt Stephen Seed, Esq., William Klli.it;, Esq., and' John Julian “2. 

appointed Crmvn Solicitors for tlio II Circuit, mul that a district bo niS'j f 

each of them gentlemen; thu cmtlltius of Kildare tmil Meath to Mr Seed • ° 

low and Queen's to Mr. Elliot; (mil King's and Westmeath to Mr .T-ijl .’ 
a salary to cadi of Bill)/, a year, with an allowance of 200/. a year end, r,„. ’,.11 
and offices, making a total if 2,1001 pm annum, 3 1 fl>1 **»• 

As Mr. Seed has lieoit engaged in thu examination of wittiossoa, and nretnrntio,, 
of cases for trial at Hie ensuing Spring assises, Ids Hxaollrnry is of opi'dmVtliat it 
will tend to the lit, ten, ndmn.lxtratim, of justice Ihat Mr. Seed shoal, routine £ 
perform tlm duties of Crown Solicitor of 11 , o I In, no Circuit at the ousui, 
ami to act us Crown .Solicitor (ortho whole circuit until Mm March ncxi wl.i/'l! 

w, l to™, mate the half-year of the Crown Solicitors' a, mounts ami allliw^c™ 

Ilia Excellency linn lurtlicr tliruclod, that those gmiMmimn whom lie ]»<, . 

pointed to aet aa Crown Solicitors lor portion, s of tlm 1 t„mo Circuit should nrcom" 
pany Mr. Seed on the approach!,,, circuit, in order tlmt they nmy !^o 
hilly Acquainted with tlm manner ol carry m, on the duties of that ollico and has 
,U ’ <1 t i,urn„ t 



Edward Cardwell, Esq. 



I am, Si c. 

(si, nod) Hie, hard Pamefathcr. 



Tim Lord Lieutenant has had under ids consideration 1 ' tlio 
d may be necessary to make with rofereuro te the ollico of 

caXl"atta dim," to d”"' b/ ; ,mmo •>' Mr - Ukk " m "’ <>•» Rlv® Ids 

Maic vb T , s h correspondence with the Lords Commissioners of Her 

Wtew. 8 " ~ ,i Biwiiur ™™"" y ,m u “’ »«»“ <»■*. » 

tilUhcn' 1 bo™'hen'’| t,1 ° olr '“ ? f S, * itOT for the Homo Circuit, wliich lmd 
til thou boon hold by ono individual, was subdivided, and three distinct Crown 

a, c ;‘oZ,;rnZr i , ' ,t H ' Tliis rrr ** ™ “«• 

SSS si , r T t,( «“ law oil! tiers Of that period as merely 
tflieier,, '“W 141 .® 11 ™,."?"'"''!**'-! upon that occasion were, as 
thS Inau .1 it M T’ *7? ‘iustnuitly to undo, 'Stand, that in the event of 
erdiZd to a . ”, f' 1 "‘ 1 ""<1 proposed, they si, mild not bo 

i<m U1 ' ,,U ~'” r «*» *««"'»*»> from them df Go- 

to IXe'X WLffiSS tX X " nMhW ™ *>“ k l' 1 """- J«» mtM 

tares of the new „„„ , ? Prouonnco ail opinio,, w to the decided advaii- 

proposes with' til om 1 ™ m,t “ lIo Pl‘’(l mi tin- llVmio (,’ireuit j and his Excellency 
SC to th fi X t'Ordships, to adopt a similar course with 
appointed distinctly to mldeiXud toof t7' S ‘‘*“ h of *>» “V b “ 

L”trsrsr 

^ ■“ - 

to ,>nh " *"»»» Grown Solicitors now 

follow!, 0 C,ulll,im nlrt Circuit, the Lord Lieutenant proposes the 



" 


Salaries. 


Expenses. 


i - - - 


£. 

it 1)0 


* 

250 


3. Count, of Galwiiv, and County oftlro Town of Galway I 


r.oo 
it 00 


200 

200 



Making a Total of - - - £.2,150 



By 
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APPOINTMENT OF CROWN SOLICITORS IN 1RELANO. 

By their Lordships' Minute of June 1842, the salary and allowance for expenses 
or tlie trown Solicitor for the Connaught Circuit -was, on the death of Mr. Hick- 
man, to be reduced from 1,600/. salary, and 800/. expenses, to 1 , 000 /. salary, 
and S00 /. expenses. The Lord Lieutenant is, however, of opinion, that the 
duties of Crown Solicitor for the circuit, as subdivided, could not he adequately 
discharged by persons receiving a lower remuneration than that which lias been 
above stated, and in which, it will bo observed, an increase of 50 /. per annum is 
allowed in the expenses of one district, in consequence of the solicitor for that 
district having’ to attend at three assize towns upon each circuit instead of two, as 
in the case of the Home Circuit, while 200/. is allowed for the expenses of Mayo 
and Galway respectively, in consequence of the amount of business in those large 
counties. 

With the view of rendering the arrangement which is being tried more efficient, 
it is his Excellency’s intention to require the persons appointed to reside within 
their respective districts. 

His Excellency will feel obliged by the early decision of their Lordships in this 
matter, as the commencement of the circuit is fixed for the 22d instant. 

I am, &c. 

John Parker, Esq., (signed) T. N. Redmgttm. 

Treasury. 



Treasury Minute, dated 11 February 1848. 

My Lords advert to the Minute of the former Board, dated the 29th January 
1846, No. 1,229, in which their Lordships sanctioned the appointment of three 
Crown Solicitors on the Home Circuit, upon the death of Mr. Geale, at the salary 
of 500 l. per annum each, and 200 /. a year for clerks and office expenses, by way 
of experiment ; the toial charge for the three solicitors being 2 , 100 /., although 
the Board, by their previous Minute of June 1S42, had fixed the prospective 
salary of the Crown Solicitor for the Home Circuit at 1,000/. per annum, with 
an allowance of 700/. for clerks and office expenses, being a total of 1,700/. 
only. 

By the Minute of June 1842, the salary of the Crown Solicitor of the Con- 
naught Circuit was prospectively fixed at 1,000/. per annum, and 800/. a year 
for office expenses, being 1,800 /. in the whole ; whilst the present proposition of 
employing three solicitors, will incur a charge of 2,150/. per annum, being an 
excess of 350/. a year beyond the amount limited by the former Minute. 

Mr. Redington states that the subdivision of the Home Circuit has not been 
long enough in operation to enable the Lord Lieutenant to pronounce an opinion 
upon the advantage of the new arrangement. 

Upon the recommendation of his Excellency, their Lordships are induced to 
extend the subdivision to the Connaught Circuit ; and they are therefore pleased 
to sanction the payment of a salary of 500/. per annum to each of the three 
solicitors, with an allowance of 250 /. a year to one of them, and 200 /. a year to 
each of the two others, for office expenses ; it being distinctly understood by the 
parties appointed, that they should not be entitled to any compensation if the 
arrangement should hereafter be altered ; and that they should be required to 
reside within their respective districts, and devote their time and attention to the 
duties required of them. 

Write accordingly to Mr. Redington. 



Sir, Dublin Castle, 17 February 1848. 

I AM directed by the Lord Lieutenant to state, for the information of the 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that, subject to the conditions 
stated in the last paragraph of your lettev of tlie 14lb instant, his Excellency lias 
appointed Peter M ’Keogh, Esq., Crown Solicitor for the district of Roscommon, 
Leitrim and Sligo; Isidore Burke, Esq., to that of. Mayo; and Robert lower. 
Esq., for that of Galway County and Town. 

3 , 5 , ■ ’ B A " 
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An application is this clay forwarded for 300 l. to each, on account of the 
expenses at approaching assizes. 

I am, See. 

C. E. Trevelyan, Esq. (signed) If. N. Ralmidm. 

fee. &c. &c. 



ABSTRACT for Four Assizes, or Two Years ending 3 1st March I Hd7, of tlio Principal Items of Expenditure 
from the Parliamentary Grant for Cmminal i'aiMiicimoKK in Ireland. 



CIRCUIT. 




Crown 


(Jilin.-. 


Itctnmla 
mill JWnintit- 
iliiiii-n al’ 

WicnmsiiH. 


f.'h-l-ICK 

til’ tin- 1’i-aci 
(111! ( 1-tUVIl. 


l'',X|ll'II.H! III' 
Willll'W-IlH 


NiWKinmil 

Knliokimi. 


til (JlllWU 

Comisul nt 


Total 

of 

till! flVC 
liiTcoding 
Columns. 






£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£'. 


£. 


£. 


North East - - 1 


31 March 1840 
31 March 1847 


1,000 

1,500 


700 

700 


500 

500 


•120 

636 


310 
24 2 


020 

02(1 


810 

1,405 


2,774 

3,303 


North West - - / 


31 March 1840 
31 March 1847 


1,600 

1,000 


800 

800 


81(1 

075 


610 

730 


058 

415 


670 

570 


1,013 

2,015 


4,287 

5,311 


Home - - - -j 


31 March 1840 
31 March 1847 


1,2 SO 
1,500 


750 

700 


1,230 

854 


461 

1,631) 


172 

280 


460 

463 


1,803 

2,070 


4,140 

5,300 


Dublin - ■ - j 


31 March 1846 
31 March 1847 


‘1,0(10 

2,000 


1,200 

1,200 


651 

46(1 


305 

820 


231. 

40 




052 
1 ,082 


2,130 

3,017 


Leinster - - - | 


31 March 1840 
31 March 1817 


1,500 

1,500 


700 

700 


788 

2,000 


667 

820 


200 

113 


568 

603 


3,000 

2,075 


3,082 

6,301 


Connaught - - | 


31 March 1840 
31 March 1847 


1,600 

1,000 


800 

800 


2,313 

1,880 


743 

S)83 


500 

403 


624 

624 


2,178 

3,59(1 


0,367 

7,489 


Munster - - - | 


31 March 1840 
31 March 1847 


1,800 

1,800 


£100 

000 


747 

2,207 


074 

1,(100 


1,100 

101 


875 

800 


3,410 

4,758 


7,184 

0,072 


Total for tile if ear ending! ... . 
31 March 1848 - .J ** 


11,250 


5,800 


7,146 


4,198 


3,357 


3,732 


12,440 


30,873 


Total for the Year cudingl „ 
31 March 1847 - -J ** 


11,500 


0,800 


8,062 


0,003 


1,051 


3,770 


19,104 


40,450 



lElNSTF.lt CIRCUIT. 

Cori of a T.IKASOKY Mi.mote, dated 17 December 1S52. 

. Mr Lords read the letter from the Under Secretary of Ireland -MM mr tint 

C ia ml S f S ! ? 01 ' Cmuit ft0,u "f Cwwn Solicitor for the 

T Of the if E «°>W» mmmmtMm that 

Circuits it tad “ 4 

that Minute into effect. ® n > “* ra,uH '™ P™|i«)S 0 d m 

Srdiciter for the Leinster Circuit, at preset ^ ** &**ESZ 

My Lords refer to tho Minute of 1842, and on r,. ... <■ „ . 

pleased to sanction the recommendation of the Lord i J “I tin-roof, aro 

nllmvanco for expenses, as set forth in the said Mutate. “ ° f 700 ‘ 1 *** “ 
vvnto to Mr. Wynne accordingly. 



SCHEDULE 
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SCHEDULE of Warrants for the Appointment of Crown Solicitors in Ireland, 
forwavdc-d in Letter from the Under Secretary to James Wilson, Esq., Treasury, dated 
23d March 1853. 



184(3: February 17 
„ „ 17 

„ „ 17 

1848: February 11 

„ „ 11 

„ „ 17 

„ May 6 

1850: December 5 

1852: N 0 vembe r 24 

„ December 15 

1853 : February 8 



Warrant appointing Stephen Seed, Esq. to be Crown Solicitor for] 
the Counties of Kildare and Meath. 

Warrant appointing John Julian, Esq. for King’s County and| 
County of Westmeath. 1 

Warrant appointing William Elliott, Esq. for County of Carlow 
and Queen’s County. J 



Home Circuit. 



Warrant appointing Peter M'Keogh, Esq. for Counties of Leitrim, - ! 
Roscommon and Sligo. 

Warrant appointing Isidore Bourke, Esq. for County of Mayo. 
Warrant appointing Robert Power, Esq. for County of Galway 
and County of the Town of Galway. 

Warrant appointing James Blakeney, Esq. for County of Gahvay 
and County of the Town of Galway. 



Connaught. 



Warrant appointing Jeremiah Mara, Esq. for County of Carlow"! « 
and Queen’s County. J 

Warrant appointing Arthur B. Todd, Esq. for the Counties of lconnou< v ht. 

Roscommon, Leitrim and Sligo. J c 

Warrant appointing Thomas Kemmis, Esq. for the Counties of \ 

Wicklow, Wexford, County and City of Waterford, County and ( Leinster. 
City of Kilkenny and County of Tipperary. 

Warrant appointing John Blakeney, Esq. for the County of Galway 1 r 1 f 

and County of the Town of Galway. ' J L ° S 



Warrant appointing Stephen Seed, Esq. to be Crown Solicitor for the 
Counties of Kildare and Meath. 



By the Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor of Ireland. 

Heytesbury. 

We do hereby nominate, constitute and appoint Stephen Seed, Esq. to solicit 
and prosecute all criminals and criminal causes on behalf of Her Majesty, insti- 
tuted, carried on and prosecuted on the portion of the Home Circuit, that is to. 
say, in the county of Kildare ancl in the county of Meath, to do and perform all 
manner of business relating thereto : And We do empower the said Stephen 
Seed to demand and receive all papers and other things relating to the prosecuting 
of criminals and criminal causes in the counties beforementioned, which are now 
in the possession of any person or persons whatsoever : ancl do hereby direct 
and require all and every person or persons now in the possession of an}' such 
papers or other things, to deliver up the same to him the said Stephen Seed, on 
liis demand. This appointment to take effect from the 1st of April next, inclu- 
sive ; and the said office to be held by him the said Stephen Seed during Her 
Majesty’s pleasure, subject to the conditions stated in the letter to the said 
Stephen Seed, of the 14tli instant, viz., “ that he will not be entitled to any 
compensation in the event of the appointment being withdrawn, should the 
arrangement under which it has been made be found not to answer the end 
proposed.” 

Given at Her Majesty’s Castle of Dublin, this 17th day of February 1846. 

By his Excellency’s Command. 

(signed) Richard Pennefather. 



315- 



Similar 
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Similar Warrant, signed and dated as above, appointing John Julian Esq 
to be Crown Solicitor for the King’s County and County of Westmeath ; and J ’ 



Similar Warrant, signed and dated as foregoing, 
Elliott, Esrp to be Crown Solicitor for the County of 
County. 



appointing William 
Carlow and Queen’s 



W, rrant appointing Peter M' Keogh, Esq. to bo Crown Solicitor tor the 
Counties of Itomnnmon, Leitrim and 8ti«-o. 



By the Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor of Ireland. 

Clarendon. 

We do hereby nominate, constitute and appoint Peter M’Kooeh, K S ii. to solicit 
and prosecute all criminals and criminal causes, on behalf of Her Majesty insti 
luted, earned on and prosecuted on the portion of the Connaught Circuit tint 
is t° say, ill the county ox Roscommon, and in the county of Leitrim and in the 
County of Sligo, to do and perform all manner of business relating thereto- 
And We do empower the said Peter M'Kcogh to demand and recoin, all 
and other things relating to the proseciUing of criminals and crimiiud causes in 
the counties belorementioiied, which are now in the possession of any person ov 
pe sons whatsoever i and do hereby direct and require all and every person o ■ 
persons now n, the possession of any such papers or otl.oi- thim-s, to deli™ m 
the same to him the said Peter MfKeogh, on his deniau,l mT • , ' , , P 

take effect from this 1 lth of Fobrmirjq inclusive ; and the said office 1!! 1m held 
by him the said I eter M ‘Keogh during Her liaiestv’s nle-isurc snhie f i , in 
conditions that lie will not be entitled to any compaction in ’the Cent of fra 
appointment being withdrawn, should the arrangement trader which it has been 
made be lound not to answer the end proposed, and that lie drill •>;,!„ ; , 
convenient locality of the district to wU he is hlby ap^toed. "" 

Given at Her Majesty’s Castle of Dublin, this 1 lth day of February 1848. 

By Ins Excellency’s Command. 

(signed) T. N. Jteilimjhu. 



a ^s^4sj,vxta!ttt 



and County of the ' few. l ’of Galway. ° 1 ' for tlie Col,Ht 3 r Gulway, 



Wareant appointing James Blabnaj, Esq. to be Crown Solicitor of the 
County and County o f the Town of Galway. 

, By the Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor of IvthaA 
Clarendon. 

We do hereby nominate, constitute and appoint James v . .. 

and prosecute all criminals and criminal causes o, M„lf S y> ,, . t0 s . ollclt 

secotmg of criminals and criminal cases hi the countv 3 i S r ‘ “ pro ' 

before-mentioned, whiebare now in the possession of 

soever ; 
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■soever ; ancl do hereby direct and require all and every person or persons now in 
possession of any such papers or other things to deliver up the same to him the 
said James Blakeney, on his demand. This appointment to take place from the 
Oth day of May instant, inclusive ; and the said office to he held by him the said 
James Blakeney during Her Majesty’s pleasure, subject to the conditions that he 
will not be entitled to any compensation in the event of the appointment beino- 
withdrawn should the arrangement under which it has been made be found not 
to answer the end proposed, and that he shall, reside in some convenient iocality 
of the district to which he is hereby appointed. 

Given at Her Majesty’s Castle of Dublin, this 6 th day of May 1848. 

By his Excellency's Command. 

(signed) T. N. Redinglon. 



Warrant appointing Jeremiah Mara to he Crown Solicitor of the County 
of Carlow and Queens County. 



By the Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor of Ireland. 

Clarendon. 

We do hereby nominate, constitute and appoint Jeremiah Mara, Esq. to solicit 
and prosecute all criminal causes on behalf of tier Majesty, instituted, carried on 
and prosecuted in the portion of the Home Circuit, that is to say, in the county 
of Carlow and Queen’s County, to do and perforin all manner of business relating 
thereto: And we do empower the said Jeremiah Mara to demand and receive all 
papers and other things relating to the prosecuting of criminals and criminal 
causes in the counties beforementioned which are now in the possession of any 
person or persons whatsoever, and do hereby direct and require all and every 
person or persons now in possession of any such papers or other things to deliver 
up the same to him the said Jeremiah Mara, on his demand. This appointment 
to take effect from the 5th of December instant, inclusive ; and the said office to 
to be held by him the said Jeremiah Mara during Her Majesty’s pleasure, subject 
to the conditions that he will not be entitled to any compensation in the event of 
the appointment being withdrawn, should the arrangement under which it has 
been made be found not to answer the end proposed, and that he shall reside in 
some convenient locality of the district to which he is hereby appointed. 

Given at Her Majesty’s Castle of Dublin, this 5th day of December 1850. 

By His Excellency’s Command. 

(signed) T. N. Redington. 



Warrant appointing Arthur B. Todd. Esq. to be Crown Solicitor for the 
Counties of Roscommon, Leitrim and Sligo. 



By the Lords Justices General and General Governors of Ireland. 

J. Blackburne, C. L. J. 

We do hereby nominate and appoint Arthur Bentley Todd, Esq., to solicit and 
prosecute all criminal causes on behalf of Her Majesty, instituted, carried on and 
prosecuted in the portion of the Connaught Circuit, that is to say, in the 
counties of Sligo, Roscommon and Leitrim, to do and perforin all manner of 
business relating thereto : And We do empower the said Arthur Bentley Todd, Esq. 
to demand and receive all papers and other things relating to the prosecuting of 
criminals and criminal causes in the counties before-mentioned which are now in 
the possession of any person or persons whatsoever ; and do hereby direct and 
require all and every person or persons now in possession of airy such papers or 
other things to deliver up the same to him the said Arthur Bentley Todd, on his 
313, b 3 demand. 
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demand. This appointment to take effect from the 24th of November instant 
inclusive ; and the said office to he held by him, the said Arthur Bentley Todd' 
during Her Majesty’s pleasure, subject to the conditions that he will not be 
entitled to any compensation in the event of the appointment being withdrawn 
should the arrangement under which it has been made be found not to answer 
the end proposed, and that he shall reside in some convenient .locality of the 
district to which lie is hereby appointed. 

Given at Her Majesty’s Castle of Dublin, this 24th day of November 1852. 

By their Excellencies’ Command. 

(signed) John Wynne. 



Wmmnt appointing Thomas Kcmmis, Esq. to Ire Crown Solicitor in 
Criminal Causes on the Leinster Circuit. 



By the I.ord Lieutenant General and General Governor of Irdttml. 
Eglinton and Winton. 

W"MF.i S by Warrant bearing date the Oth day of November I»L the Earl 
ofldaidiucke then l ord Lieutenant of Ireland, did appoint Thomas Kommis 
Kommis Rsquires, and the survivor of them, to Ire 
If nil* ofaUciuiiiinil causes, on behalf of his that Majesty, for the countv 
of Dublin and the city of Dublin, and also to be Solicitor of all crimhill cmtsel 

tbit ™ ?“ d 111 th . e aov S comprised in the Leinster Circuit 

tha is to say, lie counties of Wicklow, Wexford, county and city of Wata 
fold, county and city of Kilkenny and county of Tipperary ; And whereas We 
foITbl e ' vpe * ent *»*• P^ 110 service, that the said office of Crown Solicitor 
citolflr fTo ? aid city Of Dublin should be disunited from that of Crown Soli- 

and county of KK £** «mnty and city of Kilkenny, 

thereto : And wl do hereby appoint thl s-d,l Tl" "T* husi “ osa rel;ltil 'S 
receive all papers and othe/thmm rel-itb, kommis to demand and 

in the places beforemenlioiicd, which m-o now ktC?? » f criminal causes 
persons wheresoever; and do hereby direct all , cllw Id m * or 
m possession of anv such mn™ Z- *1 /> • am cv ?‘ 3 or persons now 

Baid Thomas KeSis on demand tllffT t0 tha 

minal causes for the Leinster Circuit ? K:C . < 1 )l „‘ Soliuit,n ' iu crU 

•during Her Majesty’s pleasure. 5< d 01UWUl ’» to the said I liomas Ivc minis 

Given at Her Majesty's Castle of Dublin, this I5th day of December 1832. 

By his Excellency’s Command. 

(signed) John Wynne. 



By the Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor of Irelmd. 
ot. Germans. 

tuted ; 
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tatcd, carried on and prosecuted in the portion of the Connaught Circuit, that is 
say,. in the comity of Galway and county of the town of Galway, to do and 
perform all manner of business relating thereto : And We do empower the said 
John Blakeney to demand and receive all papers and other things relating to the 
prosecuting of criminals and criminal cases in the county and county of the 
town before- mentioned which are now in the possession of any person or persons 
■whatsoever; and do hereby direct and require all and every person or persons 
now iu possession of any such papers or other things to deliver up the same to 
him the said John Blakeney on his demand. This appointment to take place 
from the date hereof, inclusive; and the said office to he held by him the said 
John Blakeney during Her Majesty’s pleasure, subject to the conditions that he 
will not be entitled to any compensation in the event of the appointment being 
withdrawn should the arrangement under which it has been made be found not 
to answer the end proposed, and that he shall reside in some convenient locality 
of the district to which lie is hereby appointed. 

Given at Her Majesty’s Castle of Dublin, this 8th day of February 1853. 

By his Excellency’s Command. 

(signed) T/ios. A. Larcom. 
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